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At -the f ortbcoming iaipeach- 
m.eUtheartngs, the ease against 
P, resident Nixon wifi be based 
Lir'jely Upon the work of the, 
1'h.fv which uncovered SO .per 
9 " ot of the Watergate conspir- 
acy. _ . . , : 

This will be awkward for the 
President, who has always 
championed the FBL. After he 
graduated from. Duka Univer- 
sity, he even tried to become an 
FBI agent . " f 

Those who; favor impeach- 
ment consider it good strategy, 
therefore, to stress their re It 
ahce upon, the FBI. Contrary to 
the public impression, it wasn't 
investigative reporters but FBI 
agents who dug out most of the 
Watergate facts. 

The White House tried, to 
head off the FBI investigation 
by obstructing the agents, 
throwing out false leads and 
crying national security. At 
rVhite House instigation,iormer 
C.iA Director Richard Heims 
arid Deputy Director Vernon 
Walters asked the FBI to lay off 
-sensitive Watergate matters, 
falsely claiming it would jeop- 
ardize CIA operations. 

I But the FBI pressed doggedly 
1 ahead. Early in 1973. the top FBI 
brass checked on the investi- 
gation to make sure it was being 
handled properly. Robert E. 
Csbhardt, who headed the Gen- 
eral Investigative Division, re-, 
ported back confidentially to 
■Director W, Mark Felt on FebJ 
23,1973:-. . | 


'’The handling of the Water- 
gate investigation from the 
headquarters level through the 
field operation level was done 
in accordance with procedures, 
both administrative and investi- 
gative, that are customarily em- 
ployed in any major investiga- 
tive effortby the FBI. 

“Among. cases handled in the 
recent past in which similar 
procedures were followed are: 
the assassination of Martin Lu- 
ther King; Capitol bombing, 
March 1, 1971; and major kid- 
napping eases such as the Bar- 
bara.JaneMacklecase.” 

Most of the agents who devel- 
oped the Watergate ease, mean- 
while, are still doing the sleuth- 
ing for the special prosecutors. 

Deathbed . Promise— Friends 
Who are close to the human 
Richard Nixon tell us he faith- 
fully kept a promise he made to 
Dwight Eisenhower on the late 
President’s deathbed. 

Two days before Ike died, 
President Nixon paid his last 
visit to the old general at Wash-,' 
ingtoiPs WalterReed Army Hos- 
pital. “Dick,” said the dying Ei- 
senhower, “there’s one thing I 
want you to promise me. I want 
you to be as' good to Lyndon 
Johnson as he has been to me.” 

Mr. Nixon gave his word. Our 
sources say he squelched moves 
by his subordinates to hunt for 
scandals in the Johnson admin- 
istration and use them to em- 
barrass the Democrats in the 
1970 and 1973 elections. 

“Would you go after 
Johnson?” he would ask. If he 


thought the revelations might! 
hurt Johnson personally, he 
would say no. j 

When J ohnsoti died on Jan. 22, j 
1973, President Nixon ordered) 
his full Cabinet to attend spe-j 
eial services. “Earlier today,”! 
directed a Jan. 23 memo to ail | 
Cabinet members, “your office j 
was contacted with the request! 
from the President that you at- j; 
tend the Rotunda services for 
foFmerPresident Johnson...” |j 
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